
CFJ CFJ FEBRUARY 2008FEBRUARY 2008

ALAN BAKALOR , Editor

EDITOR & EDITORIAL DIRECTOR  Alan Bakalor
Tel: 01892 680 816 Fax: 01892  543 046
E: alancfj@btconnect.com
ASSISTANT  EDITOR  Karen Wallace
Tel: 01892 752 400  Fax: 01892  752 405
E: karen.wallace@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
ADVERTISEMENT  DIRECTOR    Stuart Bourne
Tel: 01892 752 400  Fax: 01892  752 405
E: stuart.bourne@kick-startpublishing.co.uk
CFJ  SALES  MANAGER    Bobby Butler
Tel: 01892 752 400  Fax: 01892  752 405
E: bobby.butler@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
PRODUCTION  DIRECTOR  John Heath
Tel:  01892 752 407 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: john.heath@wellar ds.co.uk
NORTHERN  SALES  MANAGER  Alan Royle
Tel/Fax: 01625  859 061
OPERATIONS MANAGER Emily Walsgrove
Tel: 01892 752 402 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: emily.walsgrove@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
PRODUCTION  CONTROLLER Sarah Webb
Tel: 01892 752 400 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: sarah.webb@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
CIRCULATION MANAGER Jenny Arkell
Tel: 01892 752 400 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: jenny.arkell@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
DESIGN MANAGER  Neil Owen
Tel: 01892 752 401 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: neil.owen@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
ASSISTANT DESIGN MANAGER   Lorna Dadson
E: lorna.dadson@kick-startpublishing.co.uk

ACCOUNTS MANAGER   Hilary Heath 
Tel: 01892 752 403 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: hilary.heath@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk
ACCOUNTS SUPERVISOR   Rita Bourne
Tel: 01892 752 403 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: rita.bourne@kick-startpublishing.co.uk
ACCOUNTS EXECUTIVE   Francesca Bray
Tel: 01892 752 402 Fax: 01892  752 404
E: francesca.bray@kick-star tpublishing.co.uk

Official journal 
of the Contract

Flooring 
Association

4C St Mar y’s Place,  The Lace Market,
Nottingham  NG1 1PH

Tel: 0115  941 1126   Fax: 0115 941 2238 
E: info@cfa.or g.uk    W: www.cfa.or g.uk

Editorial and advertising copy in this issue have been
carefully  checked and Kick-Star t Publishing cannot 

accept any  responsibility for any er rors.

Member of the 
Federation of Small 

Businesses

All rights reser ved. No par t of this publication may be
reproduced or  transmitted in any  form or by any means,

electronic or  mechanical including photocopying,
recording  or any information retrieval system without the

prior written consent of the publisher .    
© Kick-Start Publishing Ltd 

Origination  and printing by  Ghyll Print, Heathfield, Sussex.
Suppliers have paid for promotional photographs.

■ The opinions expressed in CFJ 
are not  necessarily those of 

the CFA or the publishers.

Please note: All editorial copy
should  be sent to the publisher at:  
102 Queens Road, Tunbridge Wells,  

Kent TN4 9JU

EDITORIAL ADDRESS ONL Y:
102 Queens Road, T unbridge Wells, 

Kent TN4 9JU

Email: alancfj@btconnect.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
UK £45      Eur ope £80
Rest of the world £160

Single copy £5

STOP BUYING STOLEN WOOD FLOORS!
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THE UK is the world’s thir d largest impor ter of stolen
timber, after China and Japan, accor ding to the WWF.
It claims that Britain spends over £712m a year on
wood from criminal sources, 65% of which is used in

construction, including hardwood flooring. And, even mor e
disgracefully, the majority of this is plunder ed from precious
rainforests, causing catastr ophic effects on global climate.

So what is the British Gover nment doing to combat illegal
logging? As the most influential flooring magazine, CFJ put
this question to the minister for trade and development,
Gareth Thomas MP. In response, he has written an ar ticle
exclusively for publication in CFJ. (See page 8)

Mr Thomas describes bootleg timber as a highly complex
problem. For example, massive ar eas of forest are being
destroyed to make way for lucrative palm oil plantations.
Aside from environmental devastation, ther e are serious
economic and political consequences in the countries of
origin. The minister outlines the active diplomatic r ole the
UK is taking within international bodies, including the EU.

Pressure groups, including WWF, Greenpeace, Friends of
the Earth, and the Environmental Investigation Agency , plus
MPs of all political par ties, are urging the government to ban
the import of pirated wood. However, Mr Thomas tells CFJ
that, if implemented unilaterally , such a measur e could fall
foul of World Trade Organisation rules.

But the flooring industr y is in no position to a point finger.
There is strong evidence that cer tain major wood flooring

producers and local floor covering retailers and distributors
are selling hardwood floors, including tr opical ranges, fr om
uncertified and, sometimes, highly questionable sour ces.

Despite denials by the accused fir ms that their products
are ‘illegal’, the conditions in a fr ee market economy mean
that with any demand (even if it is unethical), ther e will
always be someone unscr upulous enough to supply it. 

An official clamp down on contraband wood may not be
imminent, but there is an alternative. Deter mined action by
a substantial gr oup of people can dramatically diminish the
UK’s thriving black market timber business. 

If you buy, specify or install wood flooring, always ensur e
that every product carries cer tification proving that it is from
environmentally and socially r esponsible sour ces. Ther e are
several cer tification schemes, the most widely r ecognised
being that of the Forest Stewar dship Council (FSC). Use only
certified wood. Do this for the sake of futur e generations. 

If everyone in the wood flooring sector takes a principled
stand, the loathsome mer chants of smuggled timber will
soon see one of their key markets quickly shrinking.
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